
Semester VI 
B.A. (Honours) Economics 

C 14: DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS-II (6 Credits) 
Full marks: 100 (Mid Term-20 + End Term-80) 

 
Course Description 

This is the second module of the economic development sequence. It begins with basic demographic 
concepts and their evolution during the process of development. The structure of markets and contracts is 
linked to the particular problems of enforcement experienced in poor countries. The governance of 
communities and organizations is studied and this is then linked to questions of sustainable growth. The 
course ends with reflections on the role of globalization and increased international dependence on the 
process of development. 

Units No of 
Lecture 
Hours 

No of 
Tutorial 
Hours 

Marks 

1.  Demography and Development: 

Demographic concepts; birth and death rates, age structure, 

fertility and mortality; demographic transitions during the 

process of development; Population and economic development, 

connections between income, mortality, fertility choices and 

human capital accumulation; migration. 

15 3 16 

2. Land, Labor and Credit Markets: 

The  distribution  of  land  ownership;  land  reform  and  its  

effects  on  productivity;  contractual relationships between 

tenants and landlords; land acquisition; nutrition and  labor 

productivity; informational problems and credit contracts; 

microfinance; inter-  linkages between rural factor markets. 

15 3 16 

3. Communities and Economic Development: 

The economic functions of Community; Collective intervention 

in Rural economies: Management of Common Property 

Resources; Overcoming the community failure. 

10 2 12 

4. Environment and Sustainable Development: 

Environment- Economy linkage; Concept and indicators of 

sustainable development; common-pool resources; 

environmental externalities and state regulation of the 

environment; economic activity and climate change. 

15 3 16 

5. Trade, Globalization and Development: 20 4 20 



International Trade: A Stimulus or a Hindrance To Growth; The 

Prebisch-Singer Thesis; trade, production patterns and world 

inequality; Economic arguments for multilateral agreements; 

Role of Foreign Capital  and  Foreign  Aid  in  Economic  

Development; financial instability in a globalized world 

Total 75 15 80 
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Oxford University Press, 2011.  
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